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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It isn’t often that a stray dog climbs a fence to hang out with my six dogs, but this happened recently over the course
of a few days. I decided since the dog was not wearing a collar or any ID, but was friendly and easy to handle, that I
would put him in my car and drive him to the Nelson County Animal Control Facility. Thirty-three years ago, when I
moved to this county, this would have been a very traumatic experience for me, as I knew that euthanasia was the
fate of most dogs ending up at the county’s facility at that time. Happily, this stray was reclaimed by his owner.
How thankful we can be that all unclaimed strays and owner-surrendered
dogs, with the exception of vicious or terminally ill ones, are now transferred to Almost Home Pet Adoption Center, after the required holding
time. Improved communication between Nelson County Animal Control
and Almost Home staffs means animals are transitioned more quickly
than in the past. The county facility no longer takes in stray cats, but
they accept owner-surrendered cats, which they turn over to Almost
Home. Almost Home also accepts friendly stray cats on a space-available
basis. Animals that are not adopted locally find homes through transports
to other no-kill shelters that AH partners with in northern Virginia, Massachusetts and New Jersey.
We are also helping to control the overpopulation of animals by offering
spay/neuter assistance to low-income pet owners. We do not take in feral
cats but our devoted TNR (Trap-Neuter-Return) team traps and transports feral cats for spay/neutering, and returns them to caretakers.
So, as we express gratitude for this progress, we are ready to move forward and look to the future to see what it holds for our mission. We are
excited to announce that the Humane Society/SPCA of Nelson County has
received a very generous legacy from a long-time supporter, Paul Caulier,

Kitty Claire, born in 2008, is one of the
AH cats looking for a home.

who loved the three cats he adopted from Almost Home. (See article inside.) We are hoping to use his gift to follow
through with plans to erect an overflow facility on the adjacent property that we purchased several years ago, which
will primarily house kittens too young for adoption, long-time resident cats, and puppies. Funds not spent on this project will be used to set up an Endowment Fund, which other supporters would be able to contribute to, to make it possible for Almost Home Pet Adoption Center to be around for many years to come.
It is only through the continued support of people like you who are reading this, that we are able to carry out our mission of helping Nelson County animals. THANK YOU, for believing in us.
Gratefully,
THE HUMANE SOCIETY/SPCA
OF NELSON COUNTY

Bette Grahame
Bette Grahame, President

Shopping at Amazon.com? Use smile.amazon.com and Amazon
will donate .5% to the Humane Society-SPCA of Nelson County.
We are also now participating in Kroger’s Community Rewards
program. Go to www.kroger.com/communityrewards or visit
our website at www.nelsonspca.org for instructions.

His Legacy
Gift Lives
On at AH
Paul Caulier was born in Hamburg,
Germany, in 1930, the youngest of
three children, to Jutta and George
Caulier. Like many working-class
Germans, his family tried to survive
the terror of the Nazi era and find
their way forward when WWII ended. Paul began re-building his life by
training as an apprentice electrician,
eventually moving to the U.S. while
in his thirties and becoming an electrical engineer. He worked for GE in
Waynesboro, Va., developing numerous patents related to everything
from dot matrix printer heads to the
wheels of locomotives. Many times
friends called Paul for help with electronic equipment, and he always will-

Paul Caulier

ingly complied and did so with patience, a smile and his legendary,
lengthy explanation.
In 1970, Paul moved to a farm in
Greenwood where he rented a house
and became life-long friends with
three nurses who also rented houses
on the farm. By 1998, Paul had
moved permanently into a rental
home on the property that those
friends, Odell, Anne and Lynn, had
purchased in Shipman.
In December of 2008, Paul adopted
a cat from Almost Home. By then, he
was already a generous supporter of

AH, one of the original sponsors of
the Spay/Neuter program. Paul valued his friendship with Bette and
greatly admired her love for vulnerable animals and her determination to
build a no-kill shelter in Nelson County. In 2013, he added two more AH
cats to his family.
This is but a fraction of the story of
the life of a brilliant, funny, engaging, charming man who was faithful
to friends, family and God’s creatures, especially “Kitty Cats” as he
called them. In truth, he lived to
please his cats, and that he did.
When he passed away in August
2018, he surely hoped to be reunited
with his beloved cats. And he did
something special; he donated the
bulk of his life savings to AHPAC, a
legacy to ensure homeless animals in
Nelson County will have a place to be
cared for well into the future.
May Paul Caulier be long remembered for his love of animals and his
generosity to all creatures, twolegged and four-legged alike.

3 Great Cats, With 1 Thing in Common
We are featuring the following three
cats because they have unique and
amazing personalities yet are having
trouble finding their forever home:
Stella is one gorgeous 6-year-old
spayed female Siamese cat. Her
chocolate coloring will just get richer
with age. She loves undivided attention but is content to relax in a warm,
sunny spot if you are away from the
house. Stella is the perfect choice to
be the only pet in an adult home. She
may not want to be carried around in
your arms, but she will purr blissfully
if she can sit beside you on the sofa
and be petted.
Pachouli is a 1-year-old spayed female short-haired cat and is non-stop
fun in a petite black and white tuxedo
suit. She can entertain herself for
hours with her toys but would really
love to be an integral part of an active family’s life. She is like a little
Supercat, faster than a speeding bullet and able to leap tall buildings in a
single bound. Pachouli can play for
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hours with a laser light or toy
mouse. Your evenings will never be
boring with Pachouli in your home.
Pooh Bear is an 18-month-old
neutered male cat who wears a
neat orange and white coat. Pooh
Bear is cuddly and curious. He was
taught to walk outside on a harness and leash by his former owner. He enjoys long conversations,
relaxing with his favorite person on
the sofa, bird watching, and playing with balls, laser lights, and toy
mice. Pooh Bear would love a
home with adults or respectful children.

Pooh Bear

What they need
These three very different cats
have one thing in common:
They need to stay on a special
food for life to keep from forming crystals in their urine. The
food IS more expensive than
your average cat food, and the
cats DO need to be watched for
signs of urinary problems. Is
there anyone out there who is
willing to take a chance on one
of these special cats?

Coming Home to Almost Home
Program Matches
Military Vets
With Dogs, Cats
Combat veterans returning home
often feel a sense of isolation as
the need of camaraderie paired
with the experiences of war feel
out of step against everyday civilian
life. Adjusting to once familiar surroundings, with or without physical
injuries, can often be so debilitating
that an alarming number of veterans take their own lives.
To help address these struggles,
Bob Abbott, an Afghanistan war
veteran, founded the nonprofit organization Coming Home Well in
2015 with the mission to educate
civilians on how to assist in the
assimilation of veterans coming
home from war.

Capt. Bob, as he is known on his
Saturday morning radio show, has
identified three pillars of veteran
health: "a house, a dog, a job" in
that order. The Veteran Pet Adoption Program was created to facilitate the “dog" pillar, and Almost
Home is pleased to become a participating shelter.
Through this program, veterans will
be encouraged to adopt a cat or
dog from Almost Home with the
adoption fee waived.

The standard adoption protocol will
stay in place, while additional support from staff and volunteers will
focus on choosing the right animal
and keeping it in the home,
through follow-up and any necessary training. Almost Home will also
include heartworm preventative
and other services as supplies allow. This program goes to the
heart of how the connection between people and animals can
change lives for the better for both.
To find out more details about Almost Home’s participation in the
program, visit AH's website at
www.nelsonspca.org. To find out
more about this important and deserving organization, go
to cominghomewell.com. Capt. Bob
hosts the radio show from 8:30-9
Saturday mornings on Cville 107.5
and 1260.

Give Kilburn and Pugsley a Close Look
Kilburn the Survivor: Kilburn’s
person passed away after a terminal illness. Before this handsome,
more than pudgy, bobtail shepherd
mix came to us, he had been allowed to eat from a food bowl kept
continuously full, and was about
110 pounds. He should probably be
about 65 pounds. He is doing well
on his diet and has lost a noticeable amount of weight. Slowly but
surely, he is getting closer to his
ideal size. And though he is an
adorable butterball, thinner is
healthier. After Kilburn lived
through his caretaker’s death, he
had to move from a house to a
room. Then his dog housemate
found a new home, and he suffered a temporary lameness from
something called fibrocartilaginous
embolism. To meet him, however,
you would never know what a survivor he’s been. All you would see
is his sweet waggly rump and

Pugsley

cheerful smile.
Fun-loving Pugsley: Pugsley is
always on the lookout for someone
who wants to play. His idea of life
is that it should be a good time.
This perfect medium-sized guy
loves running, jumping, playing in
water, learning, and chasing balls
(he thinks cats should be chased,

Kilburn

too). He is a perfect young age to
get involved in competitions like
agility, fly ball, obedience trials, or
lure chasing. With an attitude of
“dogs just wanna have fun,” he
learns as fast as you can translate
what you desire. He learned to sit
in about 10 minutes. Pugsley will
be an amazing star student for anyone who loves being a teacher.

Two Storms
Took a Toll
on Shelter
Almost Home was hit twice this summer,
both times on Mondays, by what has been
described as a straight-line wind storm or
microburst. Though there was substantial
property damage, gratefully no human or
animal was injured either time.
The first storm, around 5 p.m. on June 17,
brought trees down, terrified employees, destroyed a shed and an unoccupied car, and
filled the parking lot with debris. Within an
hour, folks arrived to start the cleanup. By
the next morning, Melanie Vest, Renee
Campbell, and Dr. Charles Wood of Old Dominion Animal Hospital (with chainsaw) were
among the many volunteers lending a hand,
and that afternoon Laura Back and Cylina
Drumheller of Augusta Valley Animal Hospital
removed debris for five hours. However, it
became clear that heavy-duty equipment
would be needed; luckily, local logger Jeff
Tressler had seen the destruction and was
able to bring a crew in to do the heavy work.
Within a couple days of the storm, the parking lot was again usable.
No sooner had the debris from that storm
been mostly cleared when another storm hit
on July 22. This one gave no warning and
caught employee Rose Fariss and dog Diego
out in a dog run, where they stayed until the
storm passed. This time there was roof and
other structural damage to the shelter, roof
damage to the dog kennels and crushed
fencing. Jeff and crew returned, aided by
tree specialist Roger Brogan, who was instrumental in clearing the roof of two large
trees. Again, volunteers, including Ed Van
Kan, assisted with cleanup. After the debris
was cleared, James Woodson volunteered his
time to patch the multiple holes in the shelter
roof. The framing and roof damage to the
kennels was repaired by volunteer Dan Bateau. While there is still work to do, the shelter was quickly made operational.
Almost Home would like to thank the many
people who helped out and contributed to
the expense of cleanup from these storms.
The Little Shelter That Can couldn't do it
without you!

But VolunBrogan’s
Service helps remove a fallen tree.
teersTreeand
Shelter
Friends
Quickly
Pitched In

The storms left quite a mess to clean up.

The Storm Hit, and They
Had to Take Cover
Employees and volunteers are always looking
for ways to keep Almost Home's animals
happy. Kennel tech extraordinaire Rose
Fariss likes to take a dog with her when she
is cleaning the kennel runs in the afternoon,
giving the dog a little one-on-one time.
On July 22, she had Diego out with her, a
shepherd/Akita mix who's been at AH for
over a year, when, with no warning, the wind
came gusting through the shelter. As a tree
nearby fell, Rose realized there was no time
to make it back inside. She called Diego, and
thanks to the training that employee Sigrid
Mirabella has given Diego, when told to lie
down and stay, he did, right beside Rose as
three trees crashed down around and over
them. When the wind subsided 5 or 10
minutes later, Rose looked up to see that the
roof and frame on the kennel were damaged.
To make their way back into the shelter,
Rose and Diego literally had to crawl beneath
a canopy of branches and leaves. Miraculously, both were unscathed from the event,
though obviously shaken.
The sturdy kennel held under the weight of
the trees, and Diego had done a magnificent
job of listening and staying with Rose. She is
hoping someone will recognize Diego's special qualities, and he will find a forever home
soon. Until then, you can be sure Diego will
be her constant cleaning companion.

Diego did great in the kennel run
when the storm whipped up.

Diego practicing commands with Rose Fariss.

Many AH
Cats Take
600-Mile
Journey
By the end of October, Almost
Home had taken in 324 cats and
kittens in 2019. As of October 12,
when a van full of 35 felines headed north, 210 of those cats and
kittens had been transported to
Northeast Animal Shelter in Salem,
Mass. The Humane Society/SPCA of
Nelson County has partnered with
NEAS for nearly a quarter of a century, resulting in thousands of canine and feline lives being saved.
The actual transport is the end
piece of a complicated and timeconsuming process that begins
when the animal arrives at AH.
Deworming, vaccinations and the
addressing of other health issues
follow, and then they are put in

How You Can Help
•Volunteer to foster cats or kittens
•Volunteer to help set up van for
transports
•Call 434-263-7722, and ask for
Bonnie

Hammocks are used in travel
crates to help motion sickness
on the way to Massachusetts.

foster care until transport day. The
fostered felines are brought back
for additional vaccinations and
health care, and then again for a
final health check. Many hours of
scheduling, paperwork and faxing
information are necessary to ac-

complish the send-off, and AH is
fortunate to have employee Bonnie
Stevens willing to take on the task.
AH is one of the few shelters NEAS
accepts felines from, as they often
don't do well with the stress of
travel. To reduce stress, Bonnie,
other staff and volunteers make
sure every cage on the van is outfitted for cat comfort, including
hammocks that help with motion
sickness. On August 31, crates
were painstakingly arranged to accommodate 47 felines, the largest
transport to date. Someday, with
increased awareness and AH's ongoing Spay/Neuter Program the
need to transport may be diminished. Until then, Bonnie, volunteers and NEAS are keeping Nelson
County cats travelling in style.

‘TNR’ Helps Keeps Cat Population in Check
One way the cat population is being controlled in Nelson County is
AH's Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)
program, currently headed by volunteer Krista Waibel. Krista has
volunteered for AH since 2006 and
was a board member from 20082013. She has been actively involved in TNR for the past eight
years. The TNR program runs in
conjunction with the Spay/Neuter
Program, once a month. A typical
week begins with humane trapping
on Monday afternoon, then taking
the cats to a safe location overnight, often Krista's garage. On
Tuesday, Krista rises before dawn
to load the cats in her vehicle and
transport them to the Lynchburg
Humane Society Spay/Neuter Clinic. The paperwork is done and the
cats have surgery, appropriate vet
work and their ear tipped, then

How You Can Help
•Assist in the once-a-month
trapping or transportation
•Help advertise program
•Let AH know if you suspect a
colony is developing
•Call AH at 434-263-7722 to
adopt a barn cat

stay at the clinic overnight. The
clinic van returns the cats to AH on
Wednesday. Krista then determines
if any need another night or two in
confinement due to inclement
weather or health issues, and returns the others to their original
locations. Krista estimates between
250 and 300 cats are helped each
year. They are not all feral; some
are from individuals who let a stray

or two hang around in their backyard and then suddenly have 20.
Once spayed or neutered, these
groups can be maintained, and occasionally a friendlier cat can be
put up for adoption. If kittens are
found, they are quickly taken to AH
to become socialized.
Krista has a lot of help from Shirley
May Allen, an AH volunteer since
2004, who goes along on the trapping outings and scouts the county
for cats needing help. Georgie Shufran, also a volunteer since 2004,
willingly and unfailingly takes in
kittens who need to be bottle fed.
These are difficult jobs that make
TNR possible.
The construction of a new building
will provide room to house recuperating cats in climate-controlled
conditions, assuring the best possible outcome for them.

A Day of Blues, Beer, Friendly Faces
CVBS, Wood
Bridge Farm
team up for AH
One Sunday each month the Central Virginia Blues Society (CVBS)
holds a jam session at various venues in the area. For the month of
September, Andy Burdetsky, CVBS
president and bass player for the
Jon Spear Band, organized the jam
session as a fundraiser for Almost
Home. Wood Ridge Farm Brewery
in Lovingston, owned by Barry
Wood, agreed to host the event.
The brewery generously donated a
percentage of beer and food sales
to AH. The CVBS
(www.centralvablues.org) donated
its stipend for performing and all
income raised through the sale of
swag (CDs, mugs, etc.) and any
new membership dues collected
during the event. The Jon Spear
Band donated additional items for
sale. A 50/50 raffle was held, with
the winner giving back her half to
AH!
These jams begin with one of the
CVBS house bands, for this session
it was Ken Farmer and the Authenticators. (Yes, that Ken Farmer
from PBS's “Antiques Road Show.”)
After their starting set was finished,
other CVBS members took their
turns performing. The music was
awesome, and despite the blazing
heat folks could not resist the urge
to dance.
AH brought several dogs to show

It was a great day for blues fans as well as AH at Wood Bridge Farm Brewery.

off for adoption and they also had
a great time with the yummy food
smells and friendly crowd.
Though the temperature was in the
90's, the dogs stayed cool with
ample shade and the brewery letting them relax in the airconditioned building. These experiences really help the dogs adapt to
varied surroundings and ultimately
to settling in nicely in their forever
homes.
The event drew a large crowd and
was quite a success as a fundraiser
and a good time. Thanks to all who
made it happen.

Thanks to Wood Bridge Farm Brewery
and the Central Virginia Blues Society.

Save the Date for ‘Ales for Animals 2020’
On April 18, 2020, Blue Mountain Brewery, Almost Home
Pet Adoption Center, the Rockfish Wildlife Sanctuary,
and Hope’s Legacy Equine Rescue will join together for a
day celebrating the combined work of the non-profits.
Each of the local organizations rescues animals in a
unique way, and the primary goal of the event is to increase public awareness and support of their work.
The day will include an opportunity for people to meet

members of the groups, and will also feature a bouncy
house for children, the Blue Mountain food truck, a
doughnut truck, at least two musical artists, raffles, a
guess-the-animal’s-weight contest, and T-shirt sales.
Blue Mountain is supporting the event by donating a
portion of the beer sales, all of the gate receipts, assistance with graphics and the use of the site – Blue Mountain Barrel House in Colleen, Nelson County.
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Holiday Matching Fund

Your new dog or cat is waiting for you at
Almost Home. Maybe it’s Willa? She’s a very
mild and sweet pit bull about 3 years old and
weighing 55 pounds. She came to us as an
unclaimed stray and wears a sleek blue and
white coat. You’ll love her happy tail wags.

Once again, we are pleased to offer our
Holiday Matching Fund. Generous donors will
double your December donations (up to
$40,000 in aggregate). All funds go directly to
help the animals in our care. To qualify, please
have your donations postmarked by Dec. 31,
2019. Thank you in advance!
Donations can be sent to:
Humane Society/SPCA of Nelson County
29 Stagebridge Road
Lovingston, VA 22949

